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MAGNETIC RESONANCE IMAGING 
SYSTEM AND METHOD 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

This application is a continuation of application Ser. No. 
09/118,665, ?led Jul. 17, 1998, now US. Pat. No. 6,697,659. 
The aforementioned application Ser. No. 09/118,665 is itself 
a divisional of application Ser. No. 08/455,074, ?led May 
31, 1995, now US. Pat. No. 6,671,537. The aforementioned 
application Ser. No. 08/455,074 is a divisional of application 
Ser. No. 08/221,848, ?led Apr. 1, 1994, now US. Pat. No. 
5,577,503. The aforementioned application Ser. No. 08/221, 
848 is itself a divisional of application Ser. No. 07/802,358, 
?led Dec. 4, 1991, now US. Pat. No. 5,349,956. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to an apparatus and method 
for use in medical imaging. More particularly, the present 
invention relates to apparatus and method for positioning a 
patient and/or a secondary imaging coil inside a primary 
imaging coil. 

In magnetic resonance imaging, a patient is placed inside 
a coil (the “primary” coil) Which is large enough in diameter 
to receive the patient While he is lying prone on a table 
slidable into and out of the coil. A selected portion of the 
patient is then imaged by the use of electromagnetic radia 
tion from the primary coil. 

It is knoWn to place smaller coils, called surface or 
volume coils, in close proximity to the speci?c part of the 
patient to be imaged, such as the neck, spine, or knee. These 
coils, referred to herein as secondary coils, are used to 
increase resolution by having a coil closer to the part to be 
imaged. It is essential to place the secondary coil in a 
particular orientation relative to the electromagnetic ?eld 
generated by the primary coil. 

Current imaging systems can only take images While a 
patient is in one particular position. One knoWn device 
alloWs the patient to move his knee joint to different selected 
positions While the patient is in the primary coil. This device 
requires the patient to lie face doWn in the primary coil, 
Which is extremely uncomfortable for the extended period of 
time required to image properly, especially in the close, 
almost claustrophobic con?nes of a primary MRI coil. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is an apparatus and method for use 
in medical imaging. The present invention provides a system 
to simulate Within an imaging coil normal movements of 
body parts such as joints, and to improve imaging of soft 
tissue and bony parts as compared to a static system in Which 
images are taken of a joint in only one position. 

In accordance With a ?rst aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided controlled motion of an extremity, While in 
an imaging coil, either patient directed or operator directed. 
A joint or body part is moved into various positions in 
multiple planes Within its range of motion While a series of 
images are taken of the joint in the different positions. These 
individual images may then be collated into a cine format to 
effectively shoW the joint in motion. Thus, the present 
invention alloWs for studying a joint in motion and also 
alloWs for studying a joint or other body part at any positions 
Within its range of motion alloWable Within the con?nes of 
the primary coil. 

In accordance With a second aspect of the present 
invention, a surface or volume coil (referred to herein as a 
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2 
secondary coil) is coupled for movement With the joint or 
body part. The secondary coil is maintained in the proper 
spatial relationship With the primary coil’s electromagnetic 
?eld. Keeping the secondary coil as close as possible to the 
joint or tissue being imaged, While moving the joint or body 
part, provides greatly enhanced resolution and more detail in 
the ?nal image. 

Thus, to illustrate these ?rst tWo aspects of the invention 
in knee imaging, the knee is ?xed by holding the upper and 
loWer legs With cuffs and a secondary coil is placed around 
the knee itself. The knee is then imaged at 0 degrees by using 
the primary and secondary coils. The knee is then ?exed 
(either by the patient or the operator), and the secondary coil 
moves With the knee. The knee is progressively moved 
through various positions Within its range of motion as 
limited only by the siZe of the primary coil. Images are taken 
at each position. The images may then be collated and shoWn 
in sequence to visualiZe the movement of the knee joint, or 
may be studied individually to study the joint at each 
position. 

Similar systems are available for other joints, the back, 
neck, etc. These systems all are preferably provided as 
mechanisms usable With existing imaging tables to reduce 
cost. Alternatively, some of these may be built into a neW 
imaging table. 

Coupling a surface coil for movement With the extremity 
provides the necessary detail in the images, even With a 
larger primary coil, Which is not available With present 
systems. Accordingly, it is possible to use a larger diameter 
primary coil, alloWing this increased range of movement, 
Without the degradation in image quality Which Would be 
expected from the increased coil siZe. For example, the knee 
could be ?exed through its entire range of motion to alloW 
optimum imaging of the knee joint. This is currently impos 
sible With the knoWn small primary coils Which only alloW 
about 50 degrees of ?exion. 

In accordance With another aspect of the present 
invention, traction is applied to a joint being imaged, in 
order to load the joint. This can simulate normal loading of 
a joint. Distracting a joint can also alloW a better vieW of the 
parts of the joint and thus an increased imaging bene?t. It 
can also alloW simulation of normal loading of a joint, such 
as When carrying a heavy object or performing an athletic or 
Work-related task. This feature is not available With present 
imaging apparatus. Traction can also be applied to a joint 
being imaged When the joint is in various positions, to 
simulate normal loading of a joint Within its range of motion. 
Again, this feature is not available With present imaging 
apparatus. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The foregoing and other features of the present invention 
Will become apparent to one skilled in the art upon a 
consideration of the folloWing description of the invention 
With reference to the accompanying draWings, Wherein: 

FIG. 1A is a perspective vieW of a magnetic resonance 
imaging installation including a patient support table con 
structed in accordance With the present invention; 

FIG. 1B is a vieW of the table of FIG. 1A in another 

condition; 
FIG. 1C is a vieW of the table of FIG. 1A in yet another 

condition; 
FIG. 2 is an enlarged vieW of a back imaging platform of 

the table of FIG. 1A; 
FIG. 3 illustrates the platform of FIG. 2 in a raised 

condition; 
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FIG. 4 illustrates the platform of FIG. 2 in a lowered 
condition; 

FIG. 5 is a vieW similar to FIG. 2 showing a different 
actuating mechanism for the back imaging platform; 

FIG. 6 illustrates the platform of FIG. 5 in a raised 
condition; 

FIG. 7 illustrates the platform of FIG. 5 in a loWered 
condition; 

FIG. 8 is an enlarged vieW of a knee imaging platform 
portion of the table of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 9 illustrates the platform of FIG. 8 in a raised 
condition; 

FIG. 10 is a vieW similar to FIG. 8 and shoWing a different 
actuating mechanism for the knee platform; 

FIG. 11 illustrates the platform of FIG. 10 in a raised 
condition; 

FIG. 12 is an enlarged vieW of a neck imaging platform 
portion of the table of FIG. 1A; 

FIG. 13 illustrates the platform of FIG. 12 in a raised 
condition; 

FIG. 14 illustrates the platform of FIG. 12 in a loWered 
condition; 

FIG. 15 is a vieW similar to FIG. 12 illustrating a different 
actuating mechanism for the neck platform; 

FIG. 16 illustrates the platform of FIG. 15 in a raised 
condition; 

FIG. 17 illustrates the platform of FIG. 15 in a loWered 
condition; 

FIG. 18 illustrates the platform of FIG. 15 With a foot rest 
attached for use in ankle imaging; 

FIG. 19 illustrates the platform of FIG. 18 in a raised 
condition; 

FIG. 20 illustrates the platform of FIG. 18 in a loWered 
condition; 

FIG. 21 illustrates the platform of FIG. 18 With a different 
actuating mechanism; 

FIG. 22 illustrates the platform of FIG. 21 in a raised 
condition; 

FIG. 23 illustrates the platform of FIG. 21 in a loWered 
condition; 

FIG. 24 is a top plan vieW of a shoulder positioning 
apparatus in accordance With the present invention shoWn 
attached to an imaging table With a shoulder coil; 

FIG. 25 is a side vieW of the apparatus of FIG. 24; 

FIG. 25A is a partial end vieW of the positioning apparatus 
of FIG. 25 taken along line 25A—25A of FIG. 24; 

FIG. 26 is an enlarged perspective vieW of a portion of the 
positioning apparatus of FIG. 24; 

FIG. 26A is a vieW similar to FIG. 26 shoWing an alternate 
indexing mechanism; 

FIG. 27 is a top plan vieW of a head and neck positioning 
apparatus; 

FIG. 28 is an end vieW of the apparatus of FIG. 27; 

FIG. 29 is a perspective vieW of the apparatus of FIG. 27; 
FIG. 30 is a top plan vieW of a Wrist imaging apparatus 

embodying the present invention and including a hand cuff; 
FIG. 31 illustrates the apparatus of FIG. 30 in a different 

condition; 
FIG. 32 illustrates the apparatus of FIG. 30 With a 

different hand cuff; 
FIG. 33 is an end vieW of the apparatus of FIG. 30; 
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4 
FIG. 34 is an enlarged end vieW of the hand cuff of the 

apparatus of FIG. 30; 
FIG. 35 is a side vieW of the hand cuff of FIG. 34; 

FIG. 36 is a bottom plan vieW of the hand cuff of FIG. 34; 

FIG. 37 is a top plan vieW of an independent patient 
directed knee positioning apparatus embodying the present 
invention; 

FIG. 38 is a side vieW of the apparatus of FIG. 37; 

FIG. 39 is a vieW similar to FIG. 38 With the apparatus in 
a raised condition; 

FIG. 40 is a vieW similar to FIG. 39 With an optional 
distraction mechanism; 

FIG. 41 is a schematic vieW shoWing the dimensions of a 
knoWn primary MRI coil; 

FIG. 42 is a schematic vieW shoWing the dimensions of a 
larger siZed primary MRI coil embodying the present inven 
tion; and 

FIG. 43 is a schematic vieW of a vertically extending 
primary MRI coil in accordance With the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

FIG. 1A illustrates a patient support table 10 for support 
ing a patient (not shoWn) during imaging inside a primary 
coil 12 of a magnetic resonance imaging installation. The 
table 10 is supported on tracks 14 and a ?oor support 16 for 
sliding longitudinal movement into and out of the coil 12. 
The table 10 has an upper major side surface 20 extending 

betWeen a head end 22 and a foot end 24. The table also has 
a right side 26 and a left side 28. 

The table 10 includes a neck imaging platform indicated 
generally at 30. The neck imaging platform 30 includes a 
movable head panel 32 adjacent to a recess 34 for receiving 
a secondary imaging coil such as a cervical spine coil. 
The table 10 includes a back imaging platform indicated 

generally at 40. The back imaging platform 40 includes a 
movable upper back panel 42 and a movable loWer back 
panel 44. A movable center section 46 of the back imaging 
platform 40 includes a recessed panel 48 for receiving a 
secondary back imaging coil. The recessed panel 48 is 
located betWeen a left side back panel 50 and a right side 
back panel 52. 

The table 10 also includes a pair of knee imaging plat 
forms 54 and 56. The left knee imaging platform 54 includes 
a movable upper left knee panel 58, a movable loWer left 
knee panel 60 and, betWeen them, a recessed panel 62 for 
receiving a left knee secondary imaging coil. Similarly, the 
right knee imaging platform 56 includes a movable upper 
right knee panel 64, a movable loWer right knee panel 66, 
and a movable recessed panel 68 for receiving a right knee 
secondary imaging coil. 
As can be seen in FIGS. 1A, 1B and 1C, the head panel 

32 is movable betWeen a plurality of positions relative to the 
upper major side surface 20 of the table 1A. In FIG. 1A, the 
head panel 32 is in a position level With the upper major side 
surface 20 of the table 10. In FIG. 1B, the head panel 32 is 
raised above the upper major side surface of the table 10. In 
FIG. 1C, the head panel 32 is loWered beloW the upper major 
side surface 20 of the table 10. With a patient’s head on the 
head panel 32 and by moving the panel 32 in a manner as 
described beloW, a patient’s cervical spine can be imaged in 
a variety of positions, by a coil placed on the recess panel 34. 

Similarly, the back imaging platform 40 is movable 
betWeen a plurality of positions relative to the upper major 


















